UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
| National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
| NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northeast Fisheries Science Center

166 Water Street

Woods Hole, MA 02543-1026

February 27, 2008

MEMORANDUM FOR: Northeast Fisheries Observer Program Observers

FROM: David Potter
Branch Chief, FSB

SUBJECT: Hudson Canyon Access Area becomes Open

The Hudson Canyon Access Area (HCAA) will revert to a scallop Open Area beginning March
1, 2008. This will remain in effect until Amendment 11 and Framework 19 to the Scallop Plan
are implemented, estimated to be in late May, 2008. Once those new regulations are passed and
implemented, the Hudson Canyon area will be re-designated as an Access Area and will be
closed at least through 2009. The following data collection changes should be noted:

Program Code
Trips into that Hudson Canyon area will now be considered our open area, mid-Atlantic region

trips. There is no special program code for that area. For example, you would use “000” for
Standard Sea Sampling Trips or “010” for Training Trips. We will continue to have the
Industry-Funded Scallop Program for the Limited Access permits only in that region.

Kept Scallop Species Record — Round Weight

Please follow OPEN AREA protocols while recording scallops on these trips. The kept scallop
weight in the species section of the Scallop Haul Log must be recorded as a ROUND weight. If
you choose to use the catch estimation box on your log, the AVERAGE POUND PER BUSHEL
KEPT must be recorded, to the nearest tenth of a pound, as an IN THE SHELL (ROUND)
weight. See Observer Program Manual, dated 01/01/08 pages 144-145 for Dredge and pages 127
for Scallop Trawl. See the attached example of a Haul Log with the relevant fields highlighted.

If you have any questions, or need additional information, please contact Amy VanAtten at
amy.van.atten@noaa.gov or (508) 495-2266.

Attachments:
Scallop Dredge Haul Log Example
February 20, 2007 NERO Small Compliance Guide
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OBSDH OBHAU OBSPP 01/01/08 [[oBs/TrIP ID E05012-
NMFS FISHERIES OBSERVER PROGRAM [DATE LANDED mmiyy 03 / 01
SCALLOP DREDGE HAUL LOG lpace # [1]of
GEAR CODE GEAR NUMBER HAUL # HAUL OBS ? CATCH ? INC TAKE ? |WEATHER CODE WIND WAVE HEIGHT DEPTH, GEAR COND
SPEED DIRECTION HAUL BEGIN CODE
132 |E| NO O0_ NO O0__ [NO 0 _X_
YES 1_X_ YES 1_X_ |YES 1__ 04 5 kn 0 3 ft 35 fm 71
HAUL/FISHING DATE TIME LATITUDE / LONGITUDE (DD MM.M) - LORAN (XXXXX) DREDGE OBSERVED [ TOW SPEED WIRE OUT
INFO mm/dd/yy 24 hours STATION 1 LATITUDE / Bearing STATION 2 [LONGITUDE / Bearing
BEGIN Port 1_
HAUL 03/12/01 5:00 9960- 41 07.2 9960- 69 22.8 Starboard 2 3.5 kn 100 fm
Both 3. X TARGET SPECIES CODE
BEGIN Aft 4
FISHING 03/12/01 5:06 SEA SCALLOP SEA SCALLOPS 8009
CLAPPERS OBS?  |WATER TEMPERATURE
END (fahrenheit)
HAUL 03/12/01 5:55 NO O0_ )
YES 1 _X_ 580
GEAR KEPT DISCARDED
ONBOARD 03/12/01 6:08 (optional)
# OF BUSHELS 8.25 0.00
COMMENTS
Example of how scallops should be recorded on an Open Area Hudson AVG LB /BUSHEL 69.0 -
Canyon trip (round/in the shell).
SPECIES CATCH DISP [POUNDS DISP WEIGHT SPECIES CATCH DISP |POUNDS DISP WEIGHT
NAME CODE K/D CODE DIR__|AE NAME CODE K/D CODE DR _|AE
Scallops, Sea 8009 K 569 100 R E Little Skate D 50 001 R E
200 054 R E
Monkfish, (tail) K 29 100 D A Clapper, Scallop Sea
Monkfish D 18 012 R A
Yellowtail Flounder K 6 100 R A
Shells NK D 200 054 R E
Starfish, Seastar NK D 150 001 R E
Debris, Rock D 1000 053 R E
Jonah Crab D 15 001 R E
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One Blackburn Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298

February 20, 2008

Dear Atlantic Sea Scallop Permit Holder:

This letter informs Atlantic sea scallop (scallop) vessel owners of the 2008 fishery specifications for the
Atlantic sea scallop fishery that will be effective on March 1, 2008. Please note that the specifications
may be replaced by specifications proposed by the New England Fishery Management Council (Council)
in Framework 19 to the FMP (Framework 19). NOAA'’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA
Fisheries) is currently reviewing Framework 19, which, if approved, will replace the interim measures
described in this letter.

THE FOLLOWING SCALLOP MEASURES WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2008, AND
WILL REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

2008 Limited Access Days-at-Sea (DAS) Allocations

DAS allocations effective March 1, 2008: Full-time vessels -- 51 DAS; Part-time vessels -- 20 DAS;
Occasional vessels -- 4 DAS.

If Framework 19 as proposed by the Council is approved by NOAA Fisheries, and a vessel exceeds its
DAS allocated under Framework 19 between March 1, 2008, and the effective date of Framework 19, the
excess DAS will be deducted from the vessel’s 2009 DAS allocation.

2008 Scallop Access Area Schedule and Trip Allocations

Access Area Schedule

Access Area Schedule effective March 1, 2008

Access Area Status

Elephant Trunk (ETAA) Opens March 1

Hudson Canyon (HCAA) Reverts to open area March 1
Closed Area | (CAI) Opens June 15

Closed Area Il (CAII) Closed

Nantucket Lightship (NLCA) | Closed

Delmarva Closed

Please note that the Council has proposed under Framework 19 that the NLCA Access Area open on June
15, 2008, instead of the CAIl Access Area.

Access Area Trip Allocations

A Full-time scallop vessel will be allocated three trips in the ETAA beginning March 1, 2008, and one

trip in the CAI Access Area (or NLCA Access Area if Framework 19 is approved by NOAA e,

Fisheries) beginning June 15, 2008. The possession limit for a full-time scallop vessel on an
access area trip




is 18,000 Ib (unless there is a fishery observer on board or the trip is a compensation trip from a prior
broken trip).

A Part-time scallop vessel will be allocated two trips that may be taken in the ETAA beginning March 1,
2008, or the vessel may take one trip in the ETAA beginning March 1, 2008, and one trip in the CAI
Access Area (or NLCA Access Area if approved by NOAA Fisheries) beginning June 15, 2008. The
possession limit for a part-time scallop vessel on an access area trip is 18,000 Ib (unless there is a fishery
observer on board or the trip is a compensation trip from a prior broken trip).

An Occasional scallop vessel will be allocated one trip that can be taken in the ETAA beginning March 1,
2008, or the CAI Access Area (or the NLCA Access Area if approved by NOAA Fisheries) beginning
June 15, 2008. The possession limit for an occasional scallop vessel on an access area trip is 7,500 Ib
(unless there is a fishery observer on board or the trip is a compensation trip from a prior broken trip).

General category scallop vessels will be allocated a cumulative total of 865 trips in the ETAA beginning
March 1, 2008, and a total of 216 trips in the CAl Access Area beginning June 15, 2008. The possession
limit for a general category scallop vessel on an access area trip is 400 Ib (unless there is a fishery
observer on board).

Access Area trips during interim measures

Any limited access or general category access area trip(s) taken between March 1, 2008, and the
implementation of Framework 19, if approved as proposed by the Council, would be deducted from the
access area trip allocations implemented under Framework 19.

Access area trip charge policy during transition from 2007 to 2008 fishing year

A vessel with an unused 2007 ETAA trip (including broken trips) that properly declares an ETAA trip
and crosses the demarcation line prior to 0001 hours, March 1, 2008, will have that trip charged against
its 2007 ETAA trip allocation and not its 2008 ETAA trip allocation. A vessel with an unused 2007
HCAA trip (including broken trips) that properly declares an HCAA trip and crosses the demarcation line
prior to 0001 hours, March 1, 2008, will have that trip charged against its 2007 HCAA trip allocation, and
will not be charged 2008 open area DAS.

A vessel that does not have remaining 2007 ETAA trips may declare and depart on a 2008 ETAA trip
prior to 0001 hours, March 1, 2008, but may not enter the ETAA prior to 0001 hours, March 1, 2008.

Vessels that broke an ETAA trip on or after January 1, 2008, may initiate the compensation trip for that
broken trip (if filed properly and authorized) no later than April 29, 2008.

Scallop Trip Notification Requirements

All scallop access area and open area trip notification requirements, including Northeast Fisheries
Observer Program and vessel monitoring system trip notification requirements, remain in effect. All
scallop vessel owners or operators must comply with these requirements. Questions on these
requirements should be directed to the Sustainable Fisheries Division at (978) 281-9315.



Amendment 11 Update

The proposed rule for Amendment 11 to the FMP, which would establish a limited entry program for the
general category scallop fishery, was published on December 17, 2007, with a comment period that ended
on January 31, 2008. NOAA Fisheries will consider public comments on Amendment 11 before making
a decision to approve, partially approve, or disapprove Amendment 11. To review the Amendment 11
proposed rule and the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for Amendment 11, please
visit the Hot News feature on the NOAA Fisheries Northeast Region web page
(http://www.nero.noaa.gov) or contact the Sustainable Fisheries Division at 978-281-9315. Scallop
permit holders will be notified when NOAA Fisheries has made a final determination on Amendment 11.

This letter summarizes the management measures that will take effect on March 1, 2008, and is not a
substitute for the actual regulations. In addition, some proposed measures in Framework 19 are described
in this letter only to disclose their possible effect, if approved. This disclosure does not preclude NMFS
from approving, partially approving, or disapproving any of the measures proposed in Amendment 11 and
Framework 19. The full text of the current regulations is available on our website:
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/, or you may request a copy by calling the Sustainable Fisheries Division at
(978) 281-9315.

Sincerely,

O Patricia A. Kurkul

Regional Administrator

You may also receive permit holder letters, including closure notices, by e-mail by clicking on “Permit
Holder Letters” on our website at http://www.nero.noaa.gov.

This small entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement Fairness Act 0f1996.



